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detain the House a moment while they briefly discuss
the advantages of each. A system supported on the first

plan would in the opinion of the committee, be unsuc-
cessful, even if the finances of the Siate allowed its adop-
tion. A fund is useful only as it tends to stimulate {o
exertion. If it be so large as to render personal effort
unnecessary it induces helplessness. It has been provi-
dentially arranged that we value that most which costs
the greatest toil to acquire; and on the other hand we

cherish that least which is most easily obtained. A fund
" may be advartageously used to make men sensible of the
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value of education; if continued beyond that point it wil
be pernicious in its offcets.  Connecticut is an example

i offoct
of the effects of a system supported eniirely by funds,
She has a fund of $1,760,000, and which it is believed
has lately been increased; yet her schools are not in that
prosperous condition which might be imagined. While
: that large sum judiciously applied might be eminently
useful, its actual influence on her schools has been de
cidedly détremental, by inducing carelessness and wani

of energy on the partof ber eitizens. “The effect of this
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fund,’’ says a late publication on iiig scnool Syswem &
Connecticut, ¢“has been that which might always be'ex-

: pected, when he who. is able and habituated to earn his
subsistence, is supplied with means of support without
exert The State by its bounty has virtually declared

exertion. v h
that parents need no longer pay for the instruction of their
children; and the habit and sense of obligation te do this
duty are destroyed.” The consequence is that her
L schools were at the period alluded to, 1832, in a most de-
E pressed condition. With the letter of her system ad-
| hered to and its spirit often disregarded, a looseness and
want of care pervades the whole establishment. Perpe-
tual and injudicious changes of teachers—small, incon-
venient and ill lighted school houses—and a great wantof

unctuality in the attendance of the pupils are its leading
characteristics; and in so great a degree have these pre-

vailed that with a fund fully adequate %0 the education
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of her whole population, in some nortions of ihe 5t
not more than two-fifths of the children receive its bene

The gommitics, thercfore, are of opinion that asysteil I
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